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Very persuasive . . . There are few new blgi&easm pohﬁcs aﬁd-few answers to the serious challenge
faced by democratic politics . . . invigorating and advancels] a promising practical idea . . . fresh.
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—The Times (London)
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| TThis fine iconoclastic work could not be more timely. David Van Reybrouck
reveals . . . that far from safeguarding our right to self-determination, elections
are actually impeding our democracy.

— Karen Armstrong

The Observer (London) LRI ) A% - EAS T F

Mounts a convincing case that we have wrongly conflated democracy with elections.

JM. Coetzee oo i 1

Choosing our rulers by popular vote has failed to deliver true democratic government: that seems to
be the verdict of history unfolding before our eyes.
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The provocative title doesn't tell the whole story. As European :-: G —: !
intellectual Van Reybrouck argues...those who equate AN | — ey |
democracy with elections...are wrong. To the contrary:. Pt R h;-\ | =
elections are anti-democratic, establishing a political 7 w4 < m
aristocracy that is disconnected from and distrusted by F-j kA ey -
voters. Thus, "it would appear that the fundamental cause of : A -z E
Democratic Fatigue Syndmme_ lies in th_e.fact that we have all —_— - | >
become electoral fundamentalists, despising those elected but = ~ r
venerating elections." If DFS is the rapidly worsening disease. = -~|,f_' R L_ﬂd | -
what is the cure? The author carefully builds a historical case :_ -~ :D |
for a return to the classic Athenian principles of democracy., S : 7 [
in which citizens contributed not by vote but by lot. Those ty | [ o =
representing the masses in running the government were e F— p— |2
chosen the way that modern democracies generally choose R (el \: =
juries, putting important decisions in the hands of citizens L) | s ,E_ §
chosen randomly rather than by vote or merit and allowing N | 7 ~
them to deliberate toward a consensus... Readers who : | -
disagree with the cure may at least recognize the Incisiveness - o -
of the diagnosis. 7 gey

—Kirkus Reviews - ‘ Zz
X AME AR B AT HH S 4D ifﬂmzﬂ"gfi 7k Voila la cause premiere du ]

SEE AR, TR A R A @%Tq iﬁﬁ ﬁ syndrome de fatigue démocratique: ‘.
7, & nous sommes tous devenus des \
ERREEN. BOLE T — SRR ﬁ&fg&m ‘Lﬁ"* )
“ue

fondamentalistes des élections.

BEbTE" . BEil ¢ REEG S fﬁjfﬂfuﬁﬂﬁﬁfﬂﬂ“ ﬁﬂ “’ Nous méprisons les €lus, mais nous
BT R EEGET . B Hﬂ%/ﬁﬁﬁxﬁ% =
B, RN RERTSAE AR Mtﬁr@ﬁﬁt ﬂ*—"

It would appear that the
ﬁﬂ]ﬁ?ﬁ*?&'ﬂfﬁ" ?ﬁ?ﬁ*ﬁ%&i ?’?‘Eﬂ“—‘]?] J ﬁfﬁﬁw Eﬁ fundamental cause of [I)em()craﬁc
FEBEREEM T, A(LETHhE Wﬁ&lﬁﬁ‘%ﬁmﬁ‘ ‘Eﬁ%‘ Fatigue Syndrome lies in the fact

MAAAERR TS, EOhL AT mwwf S N e Al Do
fundamentalists, despising those -

“ﬂﬁ v i% elected but venerating elections.

11 .Mﬁtﬁ veénérons les éléctions.

A sovereign remedy for the raging crypto-oligarchy of our turbulent times.
—Paul Cartledge, author, Democracy: A Life

CONTRA LAS ELECCIONES
AGAINST ELECTIONS
CONTRA AS ELEICOES

| ISBN 978-7-5201-2878-0

Van Reybrouck wants to revive a system

in which government is not just for
the people. but really by the people ...
a persuasive description of a system

designed to be soundly based in popular
assent ... A President Trump might focus
attention on his views.
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